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Parish Membership
Membership includes active
participation in the sacramental life of
the Church, involvement in the activities
of the faith community and financial
support of the parish.

New members are welcome to register
by calling the parish office.
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720 Liberty Street
Clarion, Pennsylvanla 16214

Mass Schedule

Saturday Evening - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Morning - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Holy Days - 8:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Weekdays - Consult the bulletin or phone the parish office

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

1AM
L AL

JOHN 10:9
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A MESSAGE FROM FATHER JASON - It is hard to
believe that it is the end of April already! As we celebrate this
fourth Sunday/week of Easter, we are reminded that we are
always guided by the one who loves us infinitely, so much so,
that he gave us life by his. Part of living the Easter Hope is
that we embrace this reality. We hear this through this
weekend’s gospel about Jesus as the Good Shepherd.  As the
sheep know the voice of the shepherd; so does the Lord want
to know us. And this voice is known through faith that is lived
personally and communally. There have been many shepherds
in our lives that have guided us to his voice such as family
members and friends. We also take time on this Sunday of
Easter every year (called Good Shepherd Sunday and the
World Day of Prayer for Vocations) to give thanks and pray
for the shepherds in our church. We all have been blessed in
some way or another by a priest that has shepherded us to the
Lord. We also have a duty to pray for them in thanksgiving
for their witness and, if they are alive, for their continued
guidance. Further, we have been blessed with three young
men that are open to this call in their lives. We give thanks for
their witness to us and hopeful that they may inspire more
young people to be open to the call of God in service of the
Church as priests! In the coming months/later this year we will
have more opportunities offered to help us remember this gift!

I know for me I would not trade this Vocation for the world.
That is not saying that it is easy or free of difficulty, but it
fulfills me and helps me to be the instrument/person he is
calling me to be. But this journey for me all started with a
question from “shepherds” in my life that asked “have you
ever thought about becoming a priest?”. If you see a young
man with the qualities that make a good priest, ask him that!
You never know, you may be the shepherd that is guiding him
to know the voice of the Lord in his life. This also goes for
any other vocation as well.....but never tire from encouraging
Priestly Vocations as they provide us with the food of Heaven,
the Good Shepherd, Jesus, through the word and sacrament!
(Please see the separate article regarding the Sacrament of
Holy Orders for this Week)

I hope that the reminder to live out our faith as an Easter
people has been helpful. Again, feel free to enter the season
through the Little White Books, Holy Water, additional times
of Confession / Adoration / Mass and the Formed app. We
also have First Friday Adoration available this Friday from
8:30 am-12:15 pm (with Benediction at 12:10 pm). All are
welcome!

I hope those who were able to attend the 138 Women’s
Conference went away refreshed and renewed. Thank you for
attending and keep that vigor. A warm welcome to all joining
our first communion students this weekend as they receive our
Risen Lord for the first time with such enthusiasm and
intentionality. Thank you again to one and all for being here
as we continue our Easter Season for He IS Risen!

What are “Holy Orders” and where do they come from?

A Sacrament. Holy Orders is one of the seven sacraments. It,
along with the Sacrament of Marriage, belongs to a special
group of sacraments known as the Sacraments of
Commitment. These two sacraments are ‘“sacraments at the
service of communion,” “directed toward the salvation of
others,” and “serve to build up the people of God”
(Catechism, No. 1534).

(Continued at the top of the next column.)

Three Degrees. While all of the baptized share in the
universal priesthood, Holy Orders is the sacrament of the
ordained ministry. Holy Orders come in three degrees:
deacon, priest or presbyter, and bishop. Only two degrees
share the ministerial priesthood, bishops and priests. Priests
are co-workers of the bishops, while deacons assist priests.

Ordered Ministries. Holy Orders is “holy” because it has a
sacred character and is “ordered” because it is structured,
tiered with increasing levels of responsibility. For instance, a
deacon can preach and baptize, but cannot offer Mass or hear
confessions; a priest can offer Mass and hear confessions, but
cannot ordain; a bishop can ordain, but not only can he ordain,
a bishop can perform every priestly function because he
possesses the fullness of Holy Orders. These ministries give
“holy order” to the Church.

The Early Scriptural Foundations. The beginnings of the
ministerial priesthood are found in the Old Testament.
Melchizedek was a priest of God, the first to offer bread and
wine (Gen 14:18). Then, beginning with Aaron, the Levites
were especially chosen for priestly service (Num 3:5-10), and
they were consecrated for this sacred duty in a carefully
prescribed ordination ritual (Ex 29; Lev 8). The Levites
presided over the affairs of the Temple and served as
mediators in the offering of sacrifice on behalf of sinners. The
priesthood of the First Covenant anticipates Jesus, the one and
only eternal high priest, “the one mediator between God and
the human race” (1 Tim 2:5), and ordained priests participate
in his priesthood.

A Sacrament Instituted by Christ. The ministerial
priesthood was established by Jesus when he asked his
apostles to continue the ministries that he began. On Holy
Thursday night when Jesus instituted the Eucharist, he told his
apostles, “Do this in memory of me” (Lk 22:19). When the
risen Jesus appeared to the apostles in the Upper Room, Jesus
said, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (Jn 20:21),
and to equip them for their commissioning, Jesus breathed on
them and said, “Receive the holy Spirit” (Jn 20:22). Before
Jesus ascended to heaven, he instructed the apostles, “Go,
make disciples of all nations. Baptize them. Teach them” (see
Mt 28:19,20). Jesus, the Good Shepherd, asked Peter to
continue his shepherding duties when he said, “Feed my
lambs, tend my sheep” (Jn 21:15,16). Jesus’ final words of
instruction to his apostles were, “You will be my witnesses ...
to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

A Divine Call. The call to a vocation to the priesthood begins
with God, not the person. The letter to the Hebrews explains,
“No one takes this honor upon himself but only when called
by God” (Heb 5:4). The priest is “taken from among men and
made their representative before God,” and it is the priest’s
duty “to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins” (Heb 5:1).

An Extraordinarily High Calling. The priest serves in
persona Christi, Latin for “in the person of Christ.” The priest
never serves on his own behalf. Rather, Christ takes over his
very being, and in his humble, loving service, he is the visible
presence of Christ in the community.

Ministries of the Priestly Office. The foremost ministries of
the priest are to offer the holy sacrifice of the Mass and to
preach the gospel. The Eucharist is the source and summit of
the Christian life, and without priests, the Church would be
without the Eucharist. The priest is also a preacher, and he
must preach first with his holiness of life, and then, and only

(Continued at the top of the next page.)
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then, with his words. The priest is a sanctifier, a vehicle of !

God’s grace to the people, and the shepherd who leads the MASS%/ ents ons

people to greater virtue and their conduit to a more intimate Monday, April 27

bond with God. 7:30 a.m. Jim Amato (Barbara Karg)

A Window to God. A priest must never draw attention to
himself. He is to be transparent. When the people see the
priest, they should be able to see through him to God. Sin is
dirt on the surface that obscures a clear view. Therefore, each
priest is called to exemplary holiness, to be a sparklingly clean
window, so that the people will not be distracted by the priest,
but be able to see past him to the true focus of their prayer and
their heart’s desires, to God alone.

https://www.archspm.org/what-are-holy-orders-and-where-do
-they-come-from/

Immaculate Conception Parish School’s
8th Annual Golf Outing
Sunday, June 7, 2026
at Clarion Oaks Golf Course

Registration at 8:00 a.m.

$320.00 per team of 4

Registration fee covers
greens fees, cart, lunch, & welcome kit
Shotgun Start at 9:00 a.m.
You can register your team early in the school office.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
Contact I.C. School
By phone at 814-226-8433, Ext. 105
or by email at icpsgolfouting@gmail.com

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH
SAINTLY SOJOURN - October 13-15, 2026
We will visit:
World Apostolate of Fatima/National Blue Army Shrine,
Asbury, NJ
National Shrine of Divine Mercy, Stockbridge, MA
Cathedral of St. Joseph, Hartford, CT
St. Mary Church of Blessed Michael McGivney Parish,
New Haven, CT
Blessed Michael McGivney Pilgrimage Center,
New Haven, CT
Cost is $700 per person (double occupancy) or $875 for a
single room. Reserve your spot early! Final payment due by
August 13, 2026.
See more details on the parish website or contact Kim at
814-221-0241 / kkroh@live.com

Offertory April 11 —12 April 18 — 19
Envelopes $ 6,648.00 $6,885.00
Loose 1,322.00 1,226.00
Monthly 1,088.00 1,905.00
Online 101.38 388.07
Rice Bowls 165.00
Good Friday 190.00
Easter 315.00 100.00
Mothers Day Flowers 280.00
Votive 105.82 177.25
TOTAL $9,935.20 $10,961.32

Tuesday, April 28 — Saint Peter Chanel and
Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort
CONFESSIONS following the 12:10 p.m. Mass
8:30 a.m. Alexandra Badamo (Anne and Frank Badamo)
12:10 p.m.  Carolyn Donahue (Jim and Mary Lou Delaney)
Wednesday, April 29 — Saint Catherine of Siena
7:30 a.m. The Souls in Purgatory (Anonymous)
Thursday, April 30 — Saint Pope Pius V
8:30 a.m. Emma and George Ditz, Sr.
(Sid and Debbie Miles)
Friday, May 1 — Saint Joseph the Worker
7:30 a.m. Rick Slike (Susan Slike)
8:00 a.m. — 12:15 p.m.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
11:30 a.m. — Noon CONFESSIONS
12:10 pm. BENEDICTION
Saturday, May 2 — Saint Athanasius
3:00 p.m. to 3:40 p.m. CONFESSIONS
CONFESSIONS also following the 4:00 p.m. Mass

4:00 p.m. William J. Zacherl (Mary Lou Zacherl)
Sunday, May 3 — Fifth Sunday of Easter
8:30 a.m. For the People
8:30 a.m. RADIO MASS — Craig Beary
(Mom and Dad)
11:00 a.m.  Bill and Joe Rice (Dorothy Rice)

Sanctuary Candle for Father Monty Sayers
(by Jim and Mary Lou Delaney and Family)

Times for Mass and Confession are subject to change.
Please read any emails and check the website for changes.

Readings for the week of April 26, 2026
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/ Ps 42:2-3; 43:3,4/Jn 10:11-18
(second choice)
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/ Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7/Jn 10:22-30
Wednesday: Acts 12:24-13:5a/ Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8
/Jn 12:44-50
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27
/Jn 13:16-20
Friday: Acts 13:26-33/ Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab/Jn 14:1-6
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/ Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 14:7-14
Next Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/1 Pt 2:4-9
/In 14:1-12

A TASTE OF AUTUMN LEAF - Delicious
Immaculate Conception Knights of Columbus

(s
/” Council #7549 Hot Sausage Sandwiches and
L4

_Kettle Corn will be available at Mechanistic
Brewing Co., 538 Liberty St. in Clarion on
Friday, May 8th and Saturday, May 9th from 5
pm until sold out. Take outs available.

Come early before they are gone!

w

Addition to the Prayer List: Debbie Miles




“Custom Modular Homes Since 1962”

DDlIES g

22984 Route 66 + Shippenville, PA 16254
800-540-1295
www. TriCountyHomes.com

THE CARPET BARN
470 South Fifth Ave.
Clarion, PA
Jim Wilshire - Bud Wilshire
Owners

Call 226-7332

#1 BROOKVILLE
CHEVROLET

Since 1937
30 Main Street, Brookville

814.849.8313
www.brookvillegmdealer.com

FALLER'S

VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION
443 S. 5TH AVE.
CLARION, PA 16214
814.223.4600

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

aﬁRIN
pEVERAGy,

6 & 12-Packs
and, of course, CASES
9 North 4th Ave., Clarion

814-226-7031

Daily Specials- Catering
HOURS
Mon-Sat. 11a-9p, Sun 11a-8p
sweetbasilcateringl5@
yahoo.com

814-226-7013

[ Let Us Cater Your Next Event! |
Weddings, Funerals, Reunions, Parties of all Kinds.
We doitall!

FRIES

SANOWICHES

513 Main Street, Clarion
814-223-4687

J mﬁ‘@%&?’gzﬁj )

REDBANK

CHEVROLET

CLARK

—ELECTRIC—

)
53 SOUTH 4TH AVENUE, CLARION,

PA, 16214  814-226-6100
HIC#PA051589

Alissa &

PRE-PLAN WITH

Biirns

Funeral Home
Funerals « Cremation « Monuments

814-226-6300

Family Owned & Operated Since 1967

SNYDER’S

P St v
BODY, INC.

Box 91 - Tylersburg PA

“Butch Wants Your Body”

Butch Snyder, Owner ¢ (814) 744-9218
Centrally located between Clarion,
Marienville, & Tioneta

|
CONTRACTING

CB INCORPORATED

* PROJECT MANAGEMENT
* DEVELOPERS
* CONTRACTORS ¢ INDUSTRIAL
¢ COMMERCIAL
P.O. Box 186 * Sligo, PA 16255
ph: 814-745-3000 e fax: 814-745-2216

www.cbfcontractinginc.com

Mauthe’s Country
Corner & Catering
Take-Out or Dine-In Restaurant
Crafts e Flowers
Ice Cream e Catering

18213 RT 322, Strattanville (814) 980-2001
(For Catering Call: 814-227-4919)

www.facebook.com/mauthescountrycorner/

KERLE TIRE COMPANY INC.

Greenville Ave.  Extension

226-6657

COOPER
TIRES

Lutz Concrete
Construction

Residential, Commercial
Fully Insured

Place & Finishing Concrete in the area for over 35 years

226-6356

The Arc

Clarion and Venango Counties

Achieve with us.

"Promoting and protecting the human rights of people who experience
disabilities and actively supporting their full inclusion in our community”
Join our team of dedicated professionals today. Starting wage $16/hr
Do great things with great people!

1064 E. Main Street « Clarion, PA 16214 - 814-226-7033

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
DANIEL
SHINGLEDECKER

FOR
CLARION COUNTY CORONER

CARE, COMPASSION, AND

COMMITMENT IN CLARION COUNTY

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

330 Wood Street, Clarion

dinners |

.Iunches. Parishioners :

Edward Jones

Jon Williams named a 2025 Forbes
Best-In-State Wealth Advisors*

Williams Wealth Management

Jon Williams
CFP®, ChFC®, AAMS™, CRPC™

Financial Advisor | 1062 E Main St
Clarion, PA 16214 | 814-226-7896

A Catholic community
foundation serving you

Support Our
Advertisers!

S CATHOLIC
{ “SFOUNDATION

r of Northwest Pennsylvania

Immaculate Conception |

Be Strong and courageous! O = a A PIZZA PUB
Korc Knights of ° 13& & (q{ 1306 E. Main St.
/ Columbus, o / T r/ R Clarion 226-8721
Immaculate Conception, g LIBERTY ,B(,E(I]DE,!”(E, ﬁgggg Pizza, Salads, Sandwiches,
Council 7549 , . 3 724-605-4024 Wedgies, Legal Beverages
Kofc7549 @gmail.com Live Your Best Life In Love libertyroofingpros.com Relax Here or Carry Out
Operated by Northwest Pa Crematory ’ e =
CoZ0MEL A
NUTHIN 131D
(e |RESTAURANT BTANTINA | (SRS (901
24 United Drive, Clarion PA NUTHIN INIB 1)
"Rk Goveswpervor | [1$20FF 2268575 85 OFF | [ DNSCIR
L o2 |

JOHNNY ON THE SPOT

“Tlo Job Teo Odd or Small”
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION
& HANDYMAN SERVICES \Ji -

Fully Insured
PA State License 014269 /,,

JOHN GRIEBEL 3
814.229.9661 . S

The Largest Volunteer
Organization of Catholic
Women in the U.S.
Catholic Maughters o}y the Amenicas
Count Jnumaculate Conception
ofy Clanion #2245%

Cemetery Association
814-229-9877

iccemetery1@gmail.com
icclarion.org/Cemeter

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

*2025 Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Advisors in PA, published
April 2025, research by SHOOK Research LLC, data as of June
2024. Compensation provided for using, not obtaining, the rating.
Edward Jones, Member SIPC. REP-16540-A-AD EXP 31 DEC 2025
© 2025 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
21940144

Join Us! 814-316-5304
% https:/ /www.cdapa.com/2454 /index.html

14-1155




